
Entomology Foundation Inc. 
As this will be the final Newslet-
ter for 2025, I and our Board 
members would like to wish all 
our students, readers and sup-
porters all the very best for the 
Christmas and New Year holiday 
season. Stay safe everyone and 
we will see you all again in 
2026! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Bert Candusio 

Greetings everyone. 
 

What a fantastic 2025 Insect 
Expo!. Thousands of visitors 
from all over Australia came to 
experience one of our best ex-
pos yet.  
Many thanks to all exhibitors 
and sponsors including Australi-
an Entomological Supplies, Rid-
dells Creek Nursury and Mace-
don Ranges Shire. 
 

We have started to wind down 
for the year and with the 2025 
National Insect Expo behind us, 
we have been concentrating on 
new courses and programs for 
2026. 
As a result, I am pleased to 
announce the National Institute 
of Entomology PATHWAYS 
program. 
PATHWAYS is a National Insti-

tute of Entomology Foundation 
sponsored program for students 
wishing to achieve either their  
ASSOCIATE CERTIFICATE OF 
ENTOMOLOGY, BACHELORS 
CERTIFICATE, GRADUATE CER-
TIFICATE or DIPLOMA OF   
APPLIED ENTOMOLOGY.  
All required Courses and Mod-
ules for each degree have been 
condensed together under one 

discounted Payment Option.  
 

Available fee reductions and 
details for each unit of study are 
available at entoinstitute.org on 
the Programs Tab / PATHWAYS 
Link.  
Reduced Certificate and Diploma 
fees under the PATHWAYS pro-
gram have been made possible 
by the National Institute of 

FROM THE DIRECTOR 

 Department of Defense Bombs Us Out 
If you remember in our last 
issue of N.I.O.E NEWS, we re-
ported on our efforts for finding 
a permanent home for the Insti-
tute and approached the De-
partment of Defense regarding 
the unused 430 Squadron Air 
Cadets building in Kyneton. 
After submitting a substantial 
proposal to the Department, we 
received a reply that essentially 
states that unless the property 
gets listed on the governments 
surplus properties website, the 
Defense Department cannot 

lease or donate the site. 
Once listed as surplus, it would 
go to public auction and with 
out ministerial intervention, it 
would be beyond our reach at 
this time.  
Again, our search goes on.    
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INCURSION TV.. is a special 
service provided to Primary 
Schools throughout Australia 
giving them access to On-

Demand and In House Incur-
sions using the Institutes Tele-

Conferencing capabilities.  

All your school requires is a 
large TV screen and an internet 
connection. We provide the 
rest.. No more paying for incur-
sions by the cost per student 
method.  

For one annual subscription, 
teachers may book as many 
sessions they require through-
out the year for their students 
on any subject dealing with 
Entomology or other Biological 
Sciences. 

The Institute is able to provide 
the most informative and en-
tertaining presenters for your 
students with each 45 minute 
Session provided through Zoom 
Video.  
Up to 250 students can be 
accommodated in each session. 
With excursion costs increasing 
for both parents and schools, 
this program provides a more 
cost effective alternative for 
both Teachers and Parents 
throughout Australia. 

Welcome Teachers to Incursion TV 

$12 Million Dollar Lemon We Cant Use 

This leaves a massive empty site 
with a 12 million dollar price tag 
empty. 

The Institute is more interested in 
the 1980’s building where the for-
mer 1st and 2nd floor classrooms 
were operated from but unfortu-
nately, Creative Victoria has board-
ed up the building and refuses to 
allow any entry for inspection..Not 
compliant is their response.  

Without the ability to inspect 
this particular 1980’s building, 
the Institute cannot decide 
weather to commit to the site 
or not. 
Essentially, the local Shire of 
Macedon Ranges has been 
locked out of any input regard-
ing this property and its fate 

will sit with Expression of Inter-
est Tenders that Creative Victo-
ria may or may not accept.  
Again, the search continues. 
 

 

 

Looks like the multi million dollar 
redevelopment of the Kyneton 
Primary School site leaves a lot to 
be desired. 

After the institute Chair Person Dr 
Bert Candusio as well as several 
other curious community represent-
atives inspected the site in early 
September, the overall impression 
was almost unanimous.. too open in 
overall floor plan, too expensive to 
heat and too large for any single 
operator. 

Is seems that the site was initially 
designed in order to entice a partic-
ular regional city art gallery to move 
their artworks to the facility, but 
alas, that gallery said no to Creative 
Victoria's idea. CV then approached 
other galleries in regional cities and 
all refused to move to the Kyneton 
location. 
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Australian Entomological Supplies is a family-owned business that has been 
supplying entomologists, educators and enthusiasts alike with quality 
scientific equipment, supplies and books since 1962.  
 

We proudly manufacture some of the finest entomological equipment 
available worldwide, right here in Australia. We are situated in the 
Northern Rivers of New South Wales, from where we supply products 
throughout Australia and the rest of the world.  
 

If you have an entomological equipment need, we can most certainly meet 
it! 

Visit us at Australian Entomological Supplies 

 

Above: Re-Developed and empty 
former Kyneton Primary School. 
‘With such a large open floor plan, 
heating would be a major expense 

for any Non Profit user.’ 

Above: Incursion TV is an exciting 
new program aimed at Primary 

schools Australia wide. 

https://www.entosupplies.com.au/
https://www.entosupplies.com.au/


ENTOJOBS.. is the perfect 
Job Searching service that 
constantly monitors Govern-
ment Departments, Muse-
ums, Research Centre's, 
Private Organizations and 
Consultancy Companies for 
available positions in the 
Entomological Sciences.  
The Institute has access to 
numerous employment 
sources both here in Aus-
tralia and Internationally.  
Many of them are not avail-
able to the general public.  
 

If you don't have time to sit 
on the internet and search 
for hours and hours looking 

for the right vacant posi-
tion, this is perhaps the 
best Entomological Job Va-
cancy Service available any-
where. 
 

Many vacancies have been 
filled by our graduate stu-
dents using this service.  
More information regarding 
the ENTOJOBS Service is 
available at our Website. 

Announcing ENTOJOBS 

New Course Now Available for 2026 

NOTE: Students wishing to 
undertake this Module will 
need to have completed the 
Introduction to Entomology 
Course NIOE -01C.  

THE ENTOGNATOUS HEXA-
PODS (Cert) Early 2026. 
The Entognathous Hexa-
pods are an obscure and 
often ignored group of in-
sect like animals. The group 
includes the Collembola 
(Springtails), Diplurans and 
Protura trio.  

Each of these three soil 
dwelling groups will be 
looked at in this course with 
a major feature being the 
use of high resolution live 
imaging in order to observe 
these animals up close.  
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ENTOJOBS is the perfect 
tool to use in achieving  
potential  employment 
within the Entomology 

industry. 

Springtails are omniv-
orous, free-living or-
ganisms that prefer 

moist conditions.  
 

They do not directly 
engage in the decom-

position of organic 
matter, but contribute 
to it indirectly through 
the fragmentation of 

organic matter and the 
control of soil microbi-

al communities. 
 

Springtails are attest-
ed to since the Early 

Devonian.  
 

The fossil from 
400 million years ago, 
Rhyniella praecursor, 

is the oldest terrestrial 
arthropod, and was 
found in the famous 
Rhynie chert of Scot-

land. 

https://programs.entoinstitute.org/products/entojobs


In this issue of N.I.O.E 
NEWS, we wish to honor 
and acknowledge the con-
tribution of Mr Frank (Dec)
and Mrs Joan (Dec) Collins. 
In 1992 when the Insectari-
um of Victoria was being 
planned, the then Director, 
Mr Bert Candusio was hav-
ing difficulty in sourcing the 
required funds to start the 
project 
In order to get the project 
of Australia's first Insectari-
um up and running, Mr and 
Mrs Collins, having been 
made aware of Mr Candusi-
os situation, offered to as-
sist in the financing of this 
rather unusual venture. 

Both Frank and Joan were 
keen naturalists and under-
stood the importance of 
insects in the environment. 
After looking at Mr Candusi-
os proposal, they both saw 
great merit in assisting the 
establishment of the Insec-
tarium of Victoria centre in 
Heathcote and the benefits 
this facility could bring to 
students and members of 
the general public.  
 

We are privileged to have 
them both permanently 
acknowledged as Honorary 
Life Patrons of the National 
Institute of Entomology. 

 

keeping you updated on Insti-
tute News. 
 

5: You are granted access to 
the Institutes extensive Forums 
covering Taxonomy/News/Job 
Vacancies and Volunteer Op-
portunities. 
 

6: Discounted tickets to the 
annual National Insect Expo. 

To become a Member of the 
National Institute of Entomolo-
gy, please visit our  
  
Membership Page for further 
details and Membership Op-
tions. 

Becoming a Member of the 
National Institute of Entomolo-
gy offers several benefits such 
as: 
 

1: Discounts to Members wish-
ing to undertake our Courses 
and Training Programs. 
 

2: Access to our facilities if you 
are wishing to work on your 
own Research or Study Project. 
 

3: Members are offered the 
opportunity to serve on a varie-
ty of Organizing Committees 
and Sub Committees. 
 

4: As a Member of the National 
Institute of Entomology, you 
receive our Monthly Newsletter 

Honorary Life Patrons 

Institute Membership 

From the Forum: New Giant Discovered 

 

'The next step in identifying 
more about the species is find-
ing a male, which is proving 
difficult, and not just because 
they are as thin as a stick. 
 

Male stick insects tend to be 
significantly smaller and visual-
ly distinct from females, so 
much so that in other cases 
pairs have been described not 
only as different species, but 
from a different genus alto-
gether.' 
 

“It lives high in the canopy. So, 
unless you get a cyclone or a 
bird bringing one down, very 
few people get to see them,” 
Emmott said in a statement.' 

   The 40cm-long new species, 
named Acrophylla alta, was 
found in the high altitudes of 
the Atherton tablelands in 
north Queensland – and scien-
tists said the habitat could be 
part of the reason for its large 
size.' 
 

'A peer-reviewed study docu-
menting the discovery, pub-
lished in Zootaxa journal, noted 
the stick insect was likely heav-
ier than the giant burrowing 
cockroach, which is endemic to 
Queensland and is at present 
the heaviest insect in Australia.' 
'Emmott said he believed the 
species had not been discov-
ered earlier as its habitat was 
too hard to access. 
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RIGHT : The newly discov-
ered Acrophylla alta species 
with its wings spread. Photo-
graph: Angus Emmott/James 
Cook University  

MR FRANK and  
MRS JOAN COLLINS 

Honorary Life Patrons 

https://programs.entoinstitute.org/collections/institute-membership


Dermaptera 

A new and undescribed species 
of Dermaptera (Earwigs) has 
been recently identified in the 
Central Victorian Regional In-
sect Collection. 

There are 10 families of ear-
wigs found worldwide, consist-
ing of 1800 species.  

In Australia, 7 of these families 
are represented but with only 
63 species present.  

Earwigs are divided into 3 sub-
orders with all Australian fami-
lies classified in the suborder 
Forficulina. The Labiduridae 
family contains most of the 

species found in Australia.  

This particular specimen num-
bered #000899 is a new and 
undescribed species originally 
collected by a La Trobe Univer-
sity biology student in 1972. 

The locality data associated 
with the specimen states the 
Mt Disappointment Ranges in 
the Central Victorian district. 

Earwigs are mostly nocturnal 
and often hide in small, moist 
crevices during the day, and 
are active at night, feeding on 
a wide variety of insects and 
plants.  

Damage to foliage, flowers, 
and various crops is commonly 
blamed on earwigs, especially 
the common introduced earwig 
Forficula auricularia.  

 

 

inside the well-preserved speci-
men and identify its spot on 
ants’ evolutionary tree.’ 
 

‘Hell ant fossils indicate early 
ants evolved sophisticated 
predatory strategies. Their 
bizarre jaws paired with a horn 
on their head were probably 
used to pin down or impale 
other insects before eating 
them, allowing them to capture 
relatively large prey.’  

 

Now the oldest ant specimen 
known to science, the roughly 
half-inch-long 113-million-year-
old impression preserved in 
limestone was found in north-
eastern Brazil, and is a new 
genus belonging to the “hell 
ant” subfamily Haidomyrme-
cinae. Hell ants only lived dur-
ing the Cretaceous period, 
which ended 66 million years 
ago.’ 
 

‘The newly identified specimen 
was part of a collection of in-
sect fossils from a fossil-rich 
stone quarry known as the 
Crato Formation, and housed at 
the University of São Paulo’s 
Zoology Museum. The research 
team used 3D imaging to view 

C.V.R.I.C Specimen Spotlight 

Oldest Ant Fossil 

Volunteer of the Month 

archy Classes for all Insect 
Orders!!. This has taken 
Amber thousands of hours 
work.  

She is also an extensive 
writer, has an uncanny flu-
ency of the English Lan-
guage and may actually be 
a contender for the title of 
fastest and most accurate 
typist in the country!  

 Ms Amber Glyn-Jones is 
the National Institute of 
Entomology and C.V.R.I.C 
Data Entry Officer and plays 
a vital role in compiling the 
vast taxonomic lists needed 
for documentation of spe-
cies and specimens held at 
the National Institute of 
Entomology.  

Amber has added literally 
thousands of individual 
Menu Items into the Insti-
tutes Database Software 
selection Drop Down Tables 
as well as adding all of the 
required Classification Hier-
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Undescribed Spp. 
 

The C.V.R.I.C has several 
representatives of this Order 
that are still awaiting evalua-
tion. The Order is due to be 

revised in late 2027. 

Ms Amber Glyn-Jones. 
 

National Institute of 
Entomology Data Entry 

Officer 



  

The National Institute of Entomology will shortly be calling for interested members to 
serve on the Institutes Funding and Grants Committee.  
The role of the Committee will be to apply for grants and funding in order to assist the 
Institute towards equipment acquisitions, purchase of entomological storage cabinets and 
other equipment or institute training and courses programs. 
Keep watching this section for further announcements and when to apply. 
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your National Institute of 
Entomology Lecturer in real 
time.  

Our C.S.I.R.O Qualified 
presenters will show you 
that there is no better or 
more effective way to learn 
a valuable entomological 
skill or acquiring an Ento-
mological  Course Certifi-
cate than by using the In-
stitutes On-Line programs. 

From Specialist Courses, 
Identification of Insects, 
Preserving Specimens, 
Rearing Techniques....the 
subjects available to you 
are vast.  

Want to have something 
specific presented to you or 
your group? This is the 
place for all your Courses, 
Lecture and Demonstration 
requirements. Details on all 
courses are available on our 
COURSES PAGE. 

The National Institute of 
Entomology provides specif-
ic On-Line Courses, Training 
Presentations, National En-
tomology Club, Demonstra-
tions and Entomological 
Lectures that can cater for 
both the individual or a 
larger group of up to 50 
students interested in gain-
ing knowledge on various 
entomology based subjects. 

Courses and Programs are 
offered throughout the year 
and include Certificate 
Courses in General Ento-
mology, Applied Entomolo-
gy, Insect Classification, 
Identification Courses, En-
tomological Collecting Tech-
niques and much more.  

See our COURSES PAGE for 
more details. 

Say goodbye to You-Tube 
videos. Here you get to 
directly interact with, as 
well as ask questions to 

The Institute uses Zoom, a 
popular conferencing appli-
cation for both PC or Mobile 
devices. You can download 
Zoom here: ZOOM DOWN-
LOAD PAGE 

Study Opportunities 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ENTOMOLOGY — CONSERVATION.RESEARCH.TRAINING. 

N.I.O.E PATHWAYS 
PROGRAM 

The Institute is supported by the kind generosity of  
members of the public by way of donations to the Insti-
tute. Such donations may be in the form of unwanted  
Scientific Equipment (microscopes, laboratory supplies 
etc), Entomological Reference Books, Audio Visual Equip-
ment, Entomological Insect Collections or Monetary Do-
nations.  
 

These generous contributions assist the Institute in sup-
porting our students and members of the public that are undergoing entomological studies 
and programs as well as supporting the Institutes Ongoing Research Work. If you are 
wanting to make a valued Donation towards our work, here is the link: Donations  
 

If you would like to consider and discuss making another non monetary donation to the 
National Institute of Entomology, please feel free to contact us on ad-
min@entoinstitute.org 

The National Institute of 
Entomology NEWS accepts 
advertising from all Ento-
mological suppliers, busi-
nesses and institutions. 
 

If you are interested in 
advertising here, please 
contact the  institute on: 
admin@entoinstitute.org 

Members Committee Opportunity 
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